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ELIZABETH ; CANNING, &c. 


HERE is nothing more admirable, nor 
indeed more amiable, in the Lawiof Eng- 
land, than the extreme Tenderneſs with 
which it proceeds againſt Perſons accuſed of cas 
dital Crimes. In this reſpect it juſtly claims a 


reference to the Inſtitutions of all other Coun- 


tries; in ſome of which a Criminal is hurried to 
execution, with rather leſs Ceremony than is re- 
quired, by our Law, to carry him to Priſon; in 
many, the Tryals, (if they may he called ſuch) 
have little of Form, and are ſo extremely preci- 
pitate, that the unhappy Wreteh hath no Time 
to make his Defence, but is often condemned 
without well knowing his Accuſer, and ſome- 
times without well underſtanding his Accufation. 
In this happy Kingdom, on the contrary, ſo ten- 
der is the Law of the Lite of a Subject, ſo cauti- 
ous of unjuſtly or erroneouſly condemning him, 
that according to its own Maxim, De Morte 
' A 2 Hominis, 
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Hominis, nulla eft Cunctutio longa, it proceeds 


by ſlow and regular Gradations, and requires ſo 


many antecedent Ceremonies to the ultimate Diſ- 
cuſſion of a Court of Juſtice, that ſo far from be- 


ing in Danger of a Condemnation without a fair 


and open Tryal, every Man muſt be tried more 
than once before he can receive a capital Sen- 
tence: By the Law of England, no Man can be 
apprehended for Felony, without a ſtrang and 
juſt Suſpicion of his Guilt ; nor can he be com- 
mitted to Priſon, without a Charge on Oath be- 
fore a lawful Magiſtrate. This Charge muſt be 
again proved on Oath, to the Satisfaction of a 


large Number (Twelve at leaſt) of the better 


Sort of his Countrymen ; (except 1n the Caſe of 
an Appeal of Felony, which is now obſolete, and 
where the Proceedings are ſtill more ceremonial 
and tedious ;) before the Accuſed can be required 
to anſwer to it, or be put on his Defence; and 
aften all theſe Preparatives, the Truth of this 
Charge is to be tried in an open Court of Juſtice, 
before one at leaſt and often many Judges, by 
twelve indifferent and unexceptionable Men: I 
may truly ſay unexceptionable, ſince it is in the 
Priſoner's Power to except againſt twenty-four 


without ſhewing any Cauſe, and as many more 
as he can ſhew a reaſonable Cauſe of Exception 


againſt. Theſe, after a patient Hearing of the 
Witneſſes againſt him, and after attending to his 
Defence (in the making which, the Law pre- 
ſcribes that every Indulgence ſhall be ſhewn him, 
and that even his Judge ſhall be his Council and 
aſſiſt him) muſt all concur in declaring on their 
Oaths, that he is guilty of the Crime alledged 
againſt him; or he is to be diſcharged, and can 
never more be called in Queſtion for the ſame 
Offence, fave only in hege of Murder. N 


| ( 5 \ ) 
It ſeems, I'think, that the Wit of Man coald 
invent no ſtronger Bulwark againit ail: Imjuſtice, 
and falſe Accuſation, than this Inſtitution; un- 
der which not only Innocence, may rezonce in 
its own Security, but even Guilt can ſcarce he 
ſo immodeſt as to require a fairer Chance of e- 
ſcaping the Puniſhment it deſerves. 8520 
And yet, if after all this Precaution it ſhould 
manifeſtly appear, that a Perſon hath been un- 
juſtly condemned, either by bringing to Light 
ſome latent Circumſtance, or by diſcovering that 
the Witneſles againſt him are certainly perjured, 
or by any other Means of diſplaying the Party's 
Innocence, the Gates of Mercy are till left open, 
and upon a proper and decent Application, either 
to the Judge before whom the Tryal was ad, or 
to the Privy Council, the condemned Perſon will 
be ſure of obtaining a Pardon, of preſerving; his 
Life, and of regaining both his Liberty and Re- 
putation. Urn 
Jo make therefore ſuch an Application on the 
Behalf of injured Innocence, is not only laudable 
in every Man, but it is a Duty, the Neglect of 
which he can by no Means anſwer to his own 
Conſcience ; but this, as I have ſaid, is to be 
done in a proper and decent Manner, by a pri- 
vate Application to thoſe with whom the Law 
hath lodged a Power of correcting its Errors, and 
reinitting its Severity; wiereas to reſort imme- 
diately to the Public by inflammatory Libels a- 
gainſt the Juſtice of the Nation, to eſtabliſh a 
kind of a Court of Appeal from this Juſtice in 
the Bookſeller's Shop, to re-examine in News 
Papers and Pamphlets the Merits of Cauſes 
which, after a fair and legal Tryal, have already 
received the ſolemn Determination of a Court of 
Judicature, to arraign the Conduct of Magiſ- 
trates, of Juries, and even of Judges, and this 
A-4 even 
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even with the moſt profligate Indecency, are the 
Effects of a Licentiouſneſs to which no Govern- 
ment, jealous of its own Honour, or indeed pro- 
vident of its own ſafety, will ever indulge or ſub- 
mit to. , 
- Senſible as Iam of this, I ſhould by no means 
become an Aggreſſor of this kind; but ſurely 
when ſuch Methods have been uſed to miſlead 
the Public, andto cenſure the Juſtice of the Nation 
in its Sagacity at leaſt, and groſsly to miſrepre- 
ſenttheir Proceedings, itcan require little Apology 
to make uſe of the ſame Ends to refute ſo iniqui- 


tous vn Attempt. However unlawful a Weapon 


may be in the Hands of an Aſſailant, it becomes 
ſtrictly Juſtifiable in thoſe of the Defendant : And 
as the judges will certainly excuſe an Undertak- 
ing in Defence of themſelves, ſo may I expect 
that the Public, (that Part of it, I mean, whoſe 
Eſteem alone I have ever coveted or deſired, ) 
ſhould ſhew ſome Favour to a Deſign which hath 
in View not a bare Satisfaction of their Curioſity 
only, but to prevent them from forming a very 
raſh, and, poſſibly, a very unjuſt Judgment. 
Laſtly, there is ſomething within myſelf which 
rouſes me to the Protection of injured Innocence, 
and which prompts me with the Hopes of an Ap- 
| one much more valuable than that of the whole 
orld. | 
Without this laſt Motive, indeed, it may be 
imagined I ſhould ſcarce have taken up my Pen 
inthe Defence of a poor little Girl whom the ma- 
ny have already condemned. Iwell know the ex- 
treme Difficulty which wilt always be found in 
obtaining a Reverſal of ſuch a Judgment. Men 
who have applauded themſelves, and have been 
applauded by others, for their great Penetration 


and Diſcernment, will ſtruggle very hard * 
252 ey 
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they will give up their Title to ſuch Commenda- 
tion, Though they, perhaps, heard the Cauſe 
at firſt with the Impartiality of upright Judges, 
when they have once given their Opinion, they 
are too apt to become warm Advocates, and even 
intereſted Parties in Defence of that Opinion. 
Deplorable, indeed, and deſperate is the Caſe of 
a poor Wretch againſt whom ſuch a Sentence 
is paſt! No Writ of Error lies againſt this Sen- 
tence, but before that tremendous Court of the 
Public where it was firſt pronounced, and no 
Court whatever is, for the Reaſons already aſ- 
ſigned, fo tenacious of the Judgments which it 
hath once given. 

In Defiance, nevertheleſs, of this Difficulty, 
I am determined to proceed to diſcloſe, as far as! 
am able, the true State of an Affair which, howe- 
ver inconſiderable the Parties may be in their Sta- 
tion of Life, (though injured Innocence will ne- 
ver appear an inconſiderable Object to a good 
Mind) is now become a Matter of real Concern 
and great Importance to the Public; againſt whom 
a moſt horrible Impoſture, ſupported by the moſt 
impudent as well as impious Perjury is dreſſed up, 
either on the one Side or on the other: To diſ- 
cover moſt manifeſtly on which Side it lies ſeems 
to be within the Power of the Government, and 
it is highly incumbent on them to exert them- 
ſelves on this Occaſion, in order that by the 
moſt exemplary Puniſhment they may deter Men 
from that dreadful Crime ot Perjury, which in 
this Caſe either threatens to make the Sword of 
Juſtice a Terror to the Innocent, or to take 
off all its FAge from the Guilty; which of theſe 
it is likelieſt to do in the preſent Inſtance, I will 
endeavour to aſſiſt the Reader, at leaſt, . in form- 


ing a probable Conjecture. 
A4 Elizabeth 


Elizabeth Canning, a young Girl of eighteen 
Years. of Age, who lived at Abdermanbury Poſ- 
tern, in the City of London, declares, That on 
Monday the iſt of January laſt ſhe went to ſee 
her Uncle and Aunt, who are People of a ve 
good Character, and who live at Saltpetre Bank 
near Roſemat y- lane; that having continued with 
them till towards nine in the Evening, her Un- 
cle and Aunt, it being late, walked a great Part 
of the Way home with her; that ſoon after ſhe 
hay with them, and came oppoſite to Bethle- 

emegate in Moorfields, ſhe was ſeized by two 
Men who, after robbing her of half a Guinea in 
Gold, and three Shillings in Silver, of her Har, 
Gown, and Apron, violently dragged her into a 
Grave!-waik that leads down to the Gate of Beth- 
lehem Hoſpital, about the Middle of which one 
of the Men, after threatening to do for her, gave 
her a violent Blow with his Fiſt on the righ Tem- 
ple, that threw her into a Fit, and intirely de- 


prived her of her Senſes. Thefe Fits ſhe ſays 


ſhe hath been accuſtomed to; that they were firſt 
occaſioned by the Fall of a Cieling on her Head ; 
that they are apt to return upon her whenever 
ſhe is e and that they ſometimes con- 
tinue for ſix or ſeven Hours; that when ſhe came 
to herſelf ſhe perceived that two Men were hur- 
Trying her along in a large Road-way, and that in 
a little time after ſhe was recovered, ſhe was able 


to walk alone; however, they ſtill continued to 


pull and drag her along; that ſhe was fo intimi- 
dated by their Uſage that ſhe durſt not call out, 
nor even ſpeak to them; that in about half an 
Hour after the Recovery of her Senſes they carri- 
ed her into a Houle where ſhe ſaw in the Kitchen 
an old . and two young Women; 


that the old Gipſy- woman took hold of her by 
8 the 
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the Hand, and promiſed to give her fine Cloaths if 
ſhe would go their Way, which expreſſion ſhe un- 
derſtanding to mean the becoming a Proſtitute, 
ſhe utterly refuſed to comply with; upon which 
the old Gipſy-woman took a Knife out of a 
Drawer and cut the Stays off this Elizabeth Can- 
ning, and took them away from her, at which 
time one of the Men likewiſe took off her Cap, 
and then both the Men went away; that ſoon af- 
ter they were gone, and about an Hour after ſhe 
had been in the Houſe, the old Gipſy- woman 
forced her up an old Pair of Stairs, and puſhed 
her into a Back-room like a Hay-loft, without 
any Furniture whatſoever in the ſame, and there 
locked her up, threatening that if ſhe made the 
leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, the old Gipſy- wo- 
man would come up and cut her Throat, and 
then faſtened the Door on the Outſide and went 
away. She ſays that when it was Day: light, up- 
on her looking round to ſee in what diſmal Place 
ſhe was confined, ſhe diſcovered a large black 
Jag, with the Neck much broken, filled with 
Water, and ſeveral Pieces of Bread, amounting 
to about the Quantity of a Quartern Loaf ſcat- 
tered on the Floor, where was likewiſe a ſmall 
Parcel of Hay. In this Room ſhe fays ſhe continu- 
ed from that time till about half an Hour after four 
of the Clock in the Afternoon of Monduy the 
29th Day of the ſaine Month of January, 2 
in all twenty-ſeven Days and upwards, without 
any other Suſtenance than the aforeſaid Bread 
and Water, except one ſmall Minced-pye which 
ſhe had in her Pocket which ſhe was carrying 
home as a Preſent to her little Brother. She like- 
wiſe ſays, that ſhe had ſome Part of this Proviſion 
remaining on the Friday before ſne made her Ef- 
cape, which ſhe did by breaking out at a Win- 
dow 


e. 
dow of the Room or Loft in which ſhe was con- 
fined, and whence having eſcaped, ſhe got back 
to her Friends in London in about fix Hours, in 
a moſt weak and miſerable Condition, being al- 
moſt ſtarved to Death, and without ever once 
ſtopping at any Houſe or Place by the Way. She 
likewiſe ſays, that during her whole Confine- 
ment no Perſon ever came near her to aſk her a- 
ny Queſtion whatever, nor did ſhe fee any be- 
longing to the Houſe more than once, when one 
of the Women peeped through a Hole in the 
Door, and that ſhe herſelf was afraid to call or 
ſpeak to any one. All this ſhe hath ſolemnly 
{worn before a Magiſtrate and in a Court of Juſ- 
He 1 

Such is the Narrative of Elizabeth Canning, 
and a very extraordinary Narrative it is, conſiſt- 
ing of many ſtrange Particulars, reſembling ra- 
ther a wild Dream than a real Fact. Fir/t, It 
doth not well appear with what Motive theſe 
Men carried this poor Girl ſuch a Length of Way, 
or indeed that they had any Motive at all for ſo 
doing. Secondly, that they ſhould be able to do 
it is not very eaſy to believe; I do not mean that 
it is not within the Strength of two Men to carry 
a little Girl (for ſo ſhe 1s) ten Miles, but that 
they could do this without being met, oppoſed, 
or examined, by any Perſons in the much fre- 
quented Roads near this Town,” is extremely 
ſtrange and ſurpriſing. Thirdly, the Gipſy-wo- 
man doth not ſeem to have had any ſufficient 
Motive to her Proceedings. If her Deſign was 
to make a Proſtitute or a Gipſy, or both, of this 
poor Girl, ſhe would, in al Probability, have 
applied ro her during her Confinement, to t 
what Effect that Confinement had produced. If 


her Deſign was Murder, ſhe had many eaſier and 
* better 
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better Ways than by ſtarviag, or if ſhe had choſen 
this Method of dettroying the Girl, it ſeems im- 
om to account for the conveying to her that 

read and Water, which could ſerve for no other 
Purpoſe but to lengthen out the Miſery of a 
Wretch againſt whom the Gipſy-woman had, 
as appears, no Foundation whatever of Anger or 
Revenge, and might have increaſed the Danger 
of diſcovering the whole Villainy. Fourthiy, 
That Elizabeth Canning herſelf ſhould have ſur- 
vived this Uſage, and al! the Terrors it muſt 
have occaſioned, and ſhou!d have been kept alive 
with no other Suſtenence than ſhe declares ſhe 
had, are Facts very aſtoniſhing and almoſt in- 
credible. Fifthly, That the ſhould ſo well have 
huſbanded her ſmall Pittance as to retain ſome of 
it till within two Days of her Eſcape, is another 
very ſurpriſing Circumſtance. Siæthly, that the 
ſhould undergo all this Hardſhip and Faſting 
without attempting ſooner to make her Eſcape, 

or without perceiving the Poſſibility of makin 
it in the manner in which ſhe at laſt ſays ſhe did 
effect it, ſeems to be no leſs ſhocking to Reaſon 
and common Senſe. Laſtly, that at the Time 
when ſhe dates this Eſcape, the ſhould have 
Strength ſufficient left, not only to break her 
Priſon in the Manner ſhe declares, but to walk 
eleven or twelve Miles to her own Home, 1s ano- 
ther Fact which may very well ſtagger our Belief, 
and is a proper Cloſe to this ſtrange, unaccount- 

able, and ſcarce credible Story. 

Ihhus have [ ſet the ſeveral Particulars of this 
Narrative in as ſtrong a Light againſt the Relater, 
and in one as difadvantageous to the Credibility 
of her Relation, as I think they can fairly be 
placed. Certain it is, that the Facts ſeem at firſt 
to amount to the very higheſt Degree of Impro- 
| bability, 
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bability, but T think that they do not amount to 
an Impoſſibility; for as to thoſe Objeettons which 
ariſe from the Want of a ſufficient Motive in the 
Tranſactors of this cruel Scene, no great Streſs I 
think can be laid on theſe. I might aſk what 
poſſible Motive could induce two Ruffians, who 
were executed latt Winter tor Murder, after they 
had robbed a poor Wretch who made no Reſiſt- 
ange, to return and batter his Skull with their 
Clubs, till they fractured it in loot twenty dif- 
ferent Places. How many Cruelties indeed do we 
daily hear of, to which it ſeems not eaſy to aſſign 
any other Motive than Barbarity itſelf? In ſeri- 
ous and forrowful Truth, doth not Hiſtory as 
well as our own Experience afford us too great 
Reaſon to ſuſpect, that there is in ſome Minds a 
Senſation directly oppoſite to that of Benevolence, 
and which delights and feeds itſelf with Acts of 
Cruelty and Inhumanity ? And if ſuch a Paſſion 
can be allowed any Exittence, where can we im- 
2gine it more likely to exiſt than among ſuch 
People as theſe ? 

Beſides, though to a humane and truly ſenſible 
Mind ſuch Actions appear to want an adequate 
Motive, yet to Wretches very little removed, 
either in their Senfations or Underſtandings, 
from wild Beaſts, here may poſſibly appear: ve- 
ry ſufficient Motive to all that they did; ſuch 
might be a Deſire of increaſing the Frain of Gip- 
fies or of Whores in the Family of Mother Wells. 
One of theſe appears to have been the Deſign of 
the Gipſy-woman from the Declaration of Eli- 
zabeth Canning, who, if ſhe had ſaid nothing more 
improbable, would certainly have been intitled 
to nur Belief in this, though this Deſign ſeems af- 
terwards not to have been purſued. | In ſhort, 
ſhe might very poſſibly have left the EO 

755 WI 


( 13 ) 


with ſome Iadifference to the Girl's own option; 
if ſhe was ſtarved out of her Virtue; the Family 
might eaſily apprehend ſhe would give them No- 
tice; if out of her Life, it would be then Time 
enough to convey her dead Body to fome Ditch 
or Dunghill, where when 1t was found it would 
tell no Tales: Poſſibly, however, the indifference 
of the Gipſy-woinan was not ſo abſolute, but 
that ſhe might prefer the Girl's going her Way, 
and this will account for her conveying to her 
that Bread and Water, which might give the 
r Girl a longer Time to deliberate, and con- 
ſequently the Love of Life might have a better 
Chance to prevail over the Love of Virtue. 
So much for the firſt and third Objection aril- 
ing from the Want of Motive, from which, as [ 
obſerved above, no very powerful Arguments 
can be drawn in the Caſe of ſuch 2 As 
to the ſecond Objection, though I mentioned it 
as I would omit none, the Reader, I preſume, 
will lay ſo little Weight upon it, that it would be 
waſting Time to give it much anſwer. In Reality, 
the Darkneſs of the Night at that Seaſon of the 
Year, and when it was within two Days of the 
New Moon, with the Indifference of moſt Peo- 
Pie to what doth not concern themſe'ves, and the 
error with which all boneſt Perſons paſs by 
Night through the Roads near this Town, will 
very ſufficiently account for the Want of all In- 
terruption to theſe Men in their Conveyance of 
the poor Girl. : 
ith regard to the fourth Objection, How 
ſhe could ſurvive this Uſage, e? I leave the 
Degree of Probability to be aſcertained by the 
Phyſicians : Poſſible, I think it is, and I contend 
for no more. I ſhall only obſerve here, that ſhe 


barely did ſurvive it, and that ſhe, who left her 
Mother 
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Mother in a plump Condition, returned fo like 
a Spectre, that her Mother fainted away when 
ſhe ſaw her; her Limbs were all emaciated, and 
the Colour of her Skin turned black, fo as to re- 
ſemble a State of Mortification ; her Recovery 
from which State ſince, is a Proof of that firm 
and ſound Conſtitution, which ſupported her, if 
ſhe ſays true, under all her Miſery. 

As to the fifth Objection, ſhe anſwers, That 
the cruel Uſage ſhe had met with, and the Con- 
dition ſhe ſaw herſelf in, ſo affected both her 
Mind and Body, that ſhe eat ſcarce any Thing 
during the firſt Days of her Confinement, and 
afterwards had ſo little Appetite, that ſhe could 
ſcarce ſwallow the hard Morſels which were al- 
lotted her. ' ' #04 | 

The fixth Ohjection hath, in my Opinion, ſo 
little in it, that had I not heard it inſiſted on 
by others, I ſhould not myſelf have advanced 

it; common Experience every Day teaches us, 
that we endure many Inconveniencies of Life, 
while we overlook thoſe Ways of extricating 
ourſelves, which, when they are diſcovered, ap- 
pear to have been, from the firſt, extremely eaſy 
and obvious. The Inference which may be 
drawn from this Obſervation, a moderate De- 

ree of Candour will oblige us to extend very far 
in the Caſe of a poor ſimple Child, under all the 
Circumſtances of Weakneſs of Body, and De- 
preſſion and Confuſion of Spirits, till Deſpair, 
which is a Quality that is ever increaſing as its 
Object increaſes, grew to the higheſt Pitch, and 
forced her to an attempt, which ſhe had not be- 
fore had the Courage to undertake. 

As to her accompliſhing this, and being able 
to eſcape to her Friends, the Probability of this 
likewiſe I leave to the Diſcuſſion of Phyſici- 

| ans : 
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ans: Poſſible it ſurely is, and I queſtion v 
much, whether the Degree of Deſpair, which I 
have juſt mentioned, will not even make it pro- 
bable ; ſince this is known to add no leſs Strength 
to the Body than it doth to the Mind, a Truth 
which every Man almott may confirm by many 
Inſtances. 

But if, notwithſtanding all I have here ſaid, 
the Narrative ſhould ſtill appear ever ſo impro- 
bable, it may yet become a proper Object 5 our 
Belief, from the Weight of the Evidence; for 
there is a Degree of Evidence, by which every 
Fact that is not impoſſible to have happened at 
all, or to have happened in the Manner in which 
it is related, may be ſupported and ought to be 
believed: In all Caſes, indeed, the Weight of 
Evidence ought to be ſtrictly conformable to the 
Weight of Improbability; and when it is ſo, the 
wiſer Man is * ſooner and eaſier he will believe. 
To fay Truth, to judge well of this Conformity 
is what we truly call Sagacity, and requires the 
greateſt Strength and Force of Underſtanding. 
He, who gives a haſty Belief to what is ſtrange 
and improbable, is guilty of Rathneſs ; but he is 
much more abſurd, who declares that he will 
believe no ſuch Fact on any Evidence whatever. 
'The World are too much inclined to think, that 
the Credulous is the only Fool; whereas, in 
Truth, there is another Fool of a quite oppoſite 
Character, who is much. more difficult to deal 
with, leſs liable to the Dominion of Reaſon, and 
poſſeſſed of a Frailty more prejudicial to himſelf 
and-often more detrimental to Mankind in nes 
ral. | 

To apply this Reaſoning to the preſent Cafe, 
as we have, it is hoped with great Fairneſs and 
Impartiality, ſtated all the Improbabilities which 


compoſe * 
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compoſe this Girl's Narrative, we will now con- 
ſider the Evidence that ſupports them. And 
when we have done this, it will poſſibly appear, 
that the credulous Perſon is he who believes that 
Elizabeth Canning is a Liar. 
Firſt then, there is one Part of this Story, 
which is inconteſtably true, as it is a Matter of 
public Notoriety, and known by almoſt eve 
ia in the Pariſh where her Mother 
dwells. This is, that the Girl, after the Abſence 
of a Month, returned on the 29th of January, in 
the dreadful condition above-deſcribed. This 
being an eſtabliſhed Fact, a very fair Preſump- 
tion follows, that ſhe was confined ſome-where, 
and by ſome Perſon ; that this Confinement was 
of equal Duration with her Abſence ; that ſhe 
was almoſt ſtarved to Death ; that ſhe was con- 
fined in a Place, whence it was difficult to make 
her Eſcape ; that, however, this Eſcape was poſ- 
ſible; and that, at length, ſhe actually made it: 
All theſe are Circumſtances, which ariſe from the 
Nature of the Fact itſelf, They are what Tully 
calls Eeidentia Rei, and are fronger than the 
poſitive Teſtimony of any Witneſſes; they do, 
indeed, carry Conviction with them to every 
Man, who hath Capacity enough to draw a Con- 
cluſion from the moſt ſelf-evident Premiſes. 
Theſe Facts being eſtabliſhed, I ſhall oppoſe 
Improbability to Improbability, and firſt I be- 
in by aſking, Why did this Girl conceal the 
Perſon who thus cruelly ufed her? It could not 
be a lover; for among all the Cruelties, by which 
Men have become infamous in their Commerce 
with Women, none of this Kind, can, I believe 
be produced. What Reaſon, therefore, can be 
aſſigned for this great Degree of more than Chriſ- 
tian Forgiveneſs of ſuch barbarous Uſage, is to 
me, 
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me, I own, a Secret; ſuch Forgiveneſs, therefore, 
is, at leaſt, as great a Degree of Improbability 
as any which can be found, or which can. be 
fei ng in her Nat IG, 0 14003 pa ty 
Agi, What Motive can be invented for her 
laying N hay Charge on thoſe who are inno- 
cent? That Street · robbers and Gipſies, who have 
ſcarce even the Appearance of Humanity, ſhould 
he guilty of wanton Cruelty without a Motive, 
hat reatly ſtaggered the World, and many 
ave | 4 the Probability of ſuch a Fact ; Will 
they then imagine, that this Girl hath committed 
a more deliberate, and, therefore, a more atro- 
cious Crime, by endeavouring to take away the 
Lives of an old Woman, her, Son, and another 
Man, as well as to ruin another Woman, with- 
ont any Motive whatever? Will they believe 
this of a young Girl, hardly 18 Years old, who 
kath the unanimous Teſtimony of all ho ever 
knew her from her Infancy, to ſupport, the Cha- 
radter of a virtuous, modeſt, ſober, well-diſpoſed. 
Girl; and this Character moſt inforced by thoſe 
who. know her beſt, and particularly by thoſe 
with. whom ſhe;hath lived in Service. ] a 
As to any Motive of getting Money by ſuch, 
an. Attempt, nothing can be more groundleſs and 
evidently falſe than the Suggeſtion ; the Subſcrip- 
tion which, was propoſed and publicly adver- 
tiſed, was thought of long after. the Girl's Re- 
turn to her Mother, upon which return ſhe im- 
mediately told the Story in the Preſence of Num- 
bers of People, with all the Circumſtances with 
which ſhe hath ſince, without any Variation, re- 
lated it. The real Truth is, that this Subſcrip- 
tion was ſet on foot by ſeveral well diſpoſed 
Neighbours and very Subſtantial Tradeſmen, in 


order to bring a Set of horrid Villains to Juſtice, 
B which 
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which then appeared (as it hath ſince proved) to 
be a Matter which would be attended with conſi- 
derable Expence, nor was any Reward. to the 
Girl then thought of; the firſt Propoſer of which 
Reward was a Noble and Generous Lord, who 
was preſent at the laſt Examination of this Matter 
in Bow-ftreet : So that this Charge of the Gipſy- 
woman, and the reſt, if a falſe one, was abfo- 
lutely without any Motive at all. A ſecond Im- 
probability which riſes as much higher than that 
to which it is oppoſed, as the Crime would be 
higher, ſince it would be more deliberate, in the 
Girl, and as her Character 1s better than that of 
Street-robbers and Gipſies. | | 
Again, as the Girl can ſcarce be ſuppoſed 
wicked enough, ſo I am far from ſuppoſing her 
witty enough to invent ſuch a Story; a Story 
full of Variety of ſtrange Incidents, and worthy 
the Invention of ſome Writer of Romances, in 
many of which we find ſuch kind of ſtrange Im- 
probabilities that are the Productions of a fertile, 
though commonly a diſtempered, Brain; where- 
as this Gitl is a Child in Years, and yet more ſo 
in Underſtanding, with all the evident Marks of 
Simplicity that I ever diſcovered in a human 
Countenance; and this I think may be admitted 
to be a third Improbability. | = LIL LIA FS 
A Fourth ſeems to me to ariſe from the Man- 
ner in which this poor ſimple Girl hath ſupported 
this Story; which, as it requires the higheſt De- 
gree of Wickedneſs of Heart, and ſome tolerable 
Goodneſs of Head to have invented, ſo doth it 
require no ſmall Degree of Aſſurance to ſupport; 
and that in large Aſſemblies of Perſons of a 
much higher Degree than ſhe had ever before ap- 
peared in the Preſence of: Before Noblemen, 
and Magiſtrates, and Judges, Perſons who _ 
avec 
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have inſpired a Girl of this kind with the higheſt 
Awe. Before all theſe ſhe went through her 
Evidence without Heſitation, Confuſion, Trem- 
bling, Change of Countenance, or other apparent 
Emotion. As ſuch a Behaviour could proceed 
only from the higheſt Impudence, or moſt per- 
fect Innocence, ſo it ſeemed clearly to ariſe from 
the latter, as it was accompanied with ſuch a 
Shew of Decency, Modeſty, and Simplicity, that 
if theſe were all affected, which thoſe who diſbe- 
lieve her muſt ſuppoſe, it muſt have required not 
only the higheſt Art, but the longeſt Practice 
and Habit to bring it to ſuch a Degree of Perfec- 
tion. 

A Fifth Improbability is, that this Girl ſhould 
fix on a place ſo far from home, and where it 
doth not appear ſhe had ever been before. Had 
ſhe gone to this Place of her own Accord, or 
been carried thither by any other than the Per- 
ſon ſhe accuſed, ſurely Mother Wells would have 
told this, as it muſt have acquitted her of the 
Fact laid to her Charge, and would indeed have 
deſtroyed the whole Character of Elizabeth Can- 
ning, and of conſequence have put an End to the 
Proſecution ;' but Mother Wells, on the contrary, 
denied abfolutely that Elizabeth Canning had e- 
ver been in her Houſe, or that ſhe had ever ſeen 
her Face before ſhe came there with the Peace 
Officers. © * i 

In this Point, iz. That Elixabeth Canning 
was not acquainted with Mother Wells, or her 
Houſe, nor ever there, in any other Manner 
than as ſhe herſelf hath informed us, her Evi- 
dence ſtands confirmed by the beſt and ſtrongeſt 
Teſtimony imaginable, and that is by the Decla- 
ration of the Defendant Wells herſelf. It is true 
indeed, that as to her being confined there, Wells 
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utterly denies it, but ſhe as poſitively affirms, 
that this Elizabeth Canning was never there at 
any other. 'Fune, nor in any other Manner. 
From this Point then fo eſtabliſhed, will reſult 
an utter Impoſſibility; for unleſs this poor Girl 
had been well acquainted with the Houſe, the 
Hayloft, the Pitcher, He, how was. it poſſible 
that ſhe ſhould deſcribe them all ſo very exactly 
as ſhe. did, at her Return to her Mother's, in the 
Preſence of ſuch Numbers, of People? Nay, ſhe 
deſcribed, likewiſe, the Proſpect: that appeared 
from the Hayloft, with ſych Exactneſs as requir- 
ed a long Time- to furniſh her with the Particu- 
lars of. I know but two Ways of her being en- 
abled to give this Deſcription ; either ſhe: muſt 
have been there herfelf, or muſt have had her 
Information from ſome other, As. to the former 
Wells herſelf denies it; and as to. the latter, I 
leave to the Conjecture. of my ingenious Reader, 
whether it was Mother Wells, herſelf, the Gipſys 
woman, HFirtus Hall, or who. elſe that inſtructed 
Elizabeth Canning in all theſe Particulars. 

In the mean time, I ſhall beg leave to con- 
clude, either that we muſt account for the Girl's 
Knowledge one of the Ways which I have men- 
tioned ; or, Secondly, we mult believe an Impoſ- 
ſibility; or, Thirdih, we mult ſwallow, the Truth 
of this Relation, though it be as hard a Morſel 
as any which the poor Girl fed on during her 
whole -Confinement. ſ 


And now I come to a Piece of Evidence which 


2th been the principal Foundation of that Cre- 

dit which I have given to this extraordinary Sto- 

ry. It appeared to me at firſt to be convincing 

and unſurmountable, in the ſame Light it appear - 

ed to a Gentleman whoſe Underſtanding and Sa- 

gacity are of the very firſt ne 
0 
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of the beſt Lawyers of his Time; he owned that 
this Evidence ſcem d to him to be unanſwerable, 
fo I acknowledge it yet ſeems to me, and till it 
ſhall receive an Anſwer, I muſt continue to be- 
lieve the Fact which reſts upon it. £4 

In order to lay this Evidence before the Read- 
er in a fair and juſt Light, it will be neceſſary to 
give 2 brief Relation of the Order of Proceeding 
in this Cafe, down to the Tine when Virtue 
Hall appeared firſt before me. | 

Upon the Return of Efizaberh Canning to her 
Mother's Houſe in the manner above fer forth; 
and upon the Account which ſhe gave of her 
unprecedented Sufferings, the viſible Marks of 
which then appeared on her Body, all her Neigh- 
bours began to fire with Reſentment againſt the 
ſeveral Actors concerned in ſo cruel a Scene; and 
8 ſome of the moſt ſubſtantial of theſe 

eighbours propoſed to raiſe a Contribution a- 
mongſt themſelves, in order, if poſſible, to bring 
the Villains who had injured this poor Girl to 
exemplary Juſtice : As ſoon therefore as ſhe was 
able to bear the Journey they put her into 4 
Chaiſe, and, taking with them proper Peace Of. 
ficers, conveyed the Girl along the Tertford 
Road, to ſee if ſhe was able to trace out the 
Houſe where fhe had been confined: for the at 
that Time knew not the Name of the Place, not 
could ſhe fufficiently deſcribe the Situation of 
Wells's Houſe, though ſhe had before fo exactly 
deſcribed the Inſide of it. Poffibly indeed the 
might never have been able to have difeovered 
the Houſe at all, had it not been for a very e 
traordinary Incident, and this was, that through 
the Chinks and Creviſes of the Boards of the 
Haytoft ſhe ſaw, at a Diſtance the Hertford Stage 
Coach paſs by, the Driver of whick ſhe knew, 
Sha B 3 though 
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though he paſt not near enough for her to call 
to him with any Hopes of Succeſs, and by 
this extraordinary Circumſtance ſhe came to 
know that the Houſe ſtood on the Hertford Road. 

When they arrived at this Houſe the poor 
Girl was taken out of the Chaiſe, and placed on 
a Table in the Kitchen, where all the Family 

aſſed in Review before her; ſhe then fixed on 
the Gipſy woman, whom ſhe had very. particu- 
larly deſcribed before, and, who is, perhaps, the 
moſt remarkable Perſon in the whole World; 
ſhe charged likewiſe Vertue Hall, whoſe Coun- 
tenance likewiſe is very eaſy to be remembered 
by thoſe who have once ſeen her. 
The whole Family, however, though no more 
were poſitively ge by Elizabeth Canning, 
being put all into a Cart were conducted before 
Mr. Ty/hemaker, who is a Juſtice of the Peace 
for the County of Middleſex, who having firſt 
examined Elizabeth Canning alone, but without 
taking from her any Information in Writing, did 
_ afterwards examine all the Parties, and in the 
End committed the Gipſy-woman and Wells, the 
former for taking away the Stays from Elizabeth 
Canning, and the latter for keeping a diſorderly 
Houſe, | 

And here the Reader will be pleaſed to obſerve 
theſe Facts: | 
Fin, That Elizabeth Canning did not make a- 
ny Information in Writing before this Juſtice. 

Secondly, That the Hiſtory of the Fact that 
ſhe related to the Juſtice was not in the Preſence 
of Vertue Hull. 

Thirdly, That Elizabeth Canning, ſo cautious 
is ſhe in taking her Oath, declared, That ſhe 
could not ſwear to the Gipſy's Son, as the Men's 
Hats were flapped over their Fases in the Houſe 

an 
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and as when ſhe was firit aſſaulted it was fo very 
dark the could not diſtinguiſh their Countenances, 
nor did ſhe charge Wells with any Crime at all, 
except that which reſulted from the Tenor of her 
whole Evidence of keeping a diſorderly Houſe. 

Laſtly, That YVertue Hall did, at that Tune, 
abſolutely deny, that ſhe knew any Thing of the 
Matter, and declared, that Eliz.:b'th Canning 
had never been in Mils's Houſe, to her Know- 
ledge, till that Day, nor had ſhe ever ſeen her 
Face before; the Conſequence of which Decla- 
ration was, that the Gipſy's Son, whom this 
Vertue Hall hath ſince accuſed of the Robbery, 
was, diſcharged by Mr. Ty/bemaker. 

Elizabeth Canning, with her Friends, now re- 
turned home to her Mother's Houſe, where the 
continued to languiſh in a very deplorable Con- 
dition; and now Mr. Salt, the Attorney who 
hath been employed in this Cauſe, adviſed the 
Parties to apply to Council, and upon this Occa- 
ſion, as he Fae done upon many others, he fix- 
ed upon me as the Council to be adviſed with, 

Accordingly, upon the 6th of February, as I 
was fitting in my Room, Counſeller Madd:n be- 
ing then with me, my Clerk delivered me a Cafe, 
which was thus, as I remember, indorſed at the 
Top, The Caſe of Elizabeth Canning for Mr. 
Fielding's Opinion, and at the Bottom, Suit, Solr. 
Upon the Receipt of this Caſe, with my Fee, I 
bid my Clerk give my Service to Vir. Salt, and 
tell him, that I would take the Caſe with me in- 
to the Country, whither I intended to go the 
next Day, and deſired he would call for it on 
the Friday Morning afterwards ; after which, 
without looking into it, I delivered it to my 
Wite, who was then drinking Tea with us, and 
who laid it by. | 

B 4 The 
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The Reader will pardon my being ſo particu- 
lar in theſe Circumſtances, as they feem, however 
trifling they may be in themſelves, to ſhew the 
true Nature of this whole Tranſaction, which 
hath been ſo baſely miſrepreſented, and as they 
will all be atteſted by a Gentleman of Faſhion, 
and of as much Honour as any in the Nation. 
My Clerk preſently returned up Stairs, and 
brought Mr. Salt with him, who, when he came 
into the Room, told me, that he believed the 


Queſtion would be of very little Difficulty, and 


begged me earneſtly to read it over then, and 
give him my Opinion, as it was a Matter of ſome 
Haſte, being of a criminal Nature, and he fear- 
ed the Parties would make their Eſcape. Upog 
this, I deſired him to fit down, and when the 
'Tez was ended, I ordered my Wife to fetch me 
back the Caſe, which I then read over, and 
found it to contain a very full and clear State of 
the whole Affair relating to the Uſage of this 
Girl, with a Syere what Methods might be pro- 

er to take to bring the Offenders to Juſtice ; 


which Quere I anſwered in rhe beſt Manner I was 


able. Mr. Salt then defired, that Elizabeth Can- 
ning might ſwear to her Information before me, 
and added, that it was the very particular Deſire 
of ſeveral Gentlemen of chat Ene of the Town, 
that FVertue Hall might be examined by me re- 
lating to her Knowledge of this Affair. 

Ihis Buſineſs I at firſt declined, partly, as it 
was a Tranſaction which had happened at a diſ- 
tant Part of the County, as it had been examin- 
ed already by a Gentleman, with whom I have 
the Pleaſure of ſome Acquaintance, and of whoſe 
Worth and Integrity I have, with all, I believe, 
who know him, a very high Opinion; but prin- 
cipally, indeed, for that I had been almoſt fa- 
tigued 
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tigued to Death, with ſeveral tedious Examinati- 
ons at that Time, and had intended to refreſh 
myſelf with a 2 or two's Interval in the Coun- 
try, where I had not been, unleſs on a Sunday, 
for a long Time. 

I yielded, however, at laſt, to the Importuni- 
ties of Mr. Salt; and my only Motives for ſo 
doing were, beſides thoſe Importunities, ſome 
Curioſity, occaſioned by the extraordinary Na- 
ture of the Caſe, and a great Compaſſion for the 
dreadful Condition of the Girl, as it was repre- 
| ſented to me by Mr. Salt. 

The next Day, Elixabeth Canning was brought 
in a Chair to my Houſe, and being lead up 
Stairs between two, the following Information, 
which I had never before ſeen, was read over to 
her, when ſhe ſwore to the 'Truth and fet her 
Mark to it. 


—. 
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The INFORMATION of 
ELIZABETH, CAN NIN of Alder- 
manbury Poſtern, London, Spinſter, 

talen upon Oath, this 7th Day of 
February, in the Tear of our Lord 
1753, before HEN RAY FIEL DING, 
Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Fuſtices 
of the Peace for the County of 
MippLESsEx. | 


- Thais Informant, upon herOath, ſaith, That on 
Monday, the Firſt Day of January laſt paſt, ſhe, 
this Informant, went to fee her Uncle and Aunt, 
who hve at Saltpetre-Bank, near Roſemary-Lane, 7 
5 in the County of Middleſex, and continued with 
them until the Evening; and ſaith, That upon - 

her Reutrn home, aboutHalf an Hour after Nine, 

being oppoſite Berhl-hem-gate in Moorfields, ſhe, 

this Informant, was ſeized by two Men (whoſe 

Names are unknown to her, this Informant) who 

both had brown Bob-wigs on, and drab-colour- 

ed Great-coats ; one of whom held her, this In- 

formant, whilſt the other, feloniouſly and vio- 

lently, took from her one Shaving Hat, one Stuff 

Gown, and one Linen Apron, which ſhe had on; 

and alſo, Half a Guinea in Gold, and Three Shil- 

lings in Silver; and then he that held her threa- 

tened to do for this Informant. And this Infor- 

mant ſaith, That immediately after, they, the 

ſame two Men, violently took hold of her, and 
dragged her up into the Gravel-walk that leads 

down to the ſaid Gate, and about the Middle 


thereof, he, the ſaid Man, that firſt held her, 
gave 
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gave her, with his Fiſt, a very violent Blow upon 
the Right Temple, which threw her into a Fit, 
and deprived her of her Senſes, (which Fits, ſhe, 
this Informant, faith ſhe is accuſtomed and ſub- 
ject to, upon being frightened, and that they of- 
ten continue for ſix or ſeven Hours.) And this 
Informant ſaith, That when ſhe came to herſelf, 
ſhe perceived that ſhe was carrying along by the 
ſame two Men, in a large Road-way: And ſaith, 
That in a little Time after, ſhe was ſo recovered 

that ſhe was able to walk alone; however the 
continued to pull her along, which ſtill ſo intimi- 
dated and frighted her, that ſne durſt not call out 
for Aſſiſtance, or ſpeak to them. And this Infor- 
mant ſaith, That in about half an Hour after ſhe 
had ſo recovered herſelf, they, the ſaid two Men, 
carried her, this Informant, into a Houſe (which, 
as ſhe, this Informant, heard from ſome of them, 
was about Four o' Clock in the Morning, and 
which Houſe, as ſhe, this Informant, hath ſince 
heard and believes, is ſituate at Enfield-waſh in 
the County of Middleſex, and is reputed to be a 
very bad and diſorderly Bawdy-houſe, and occu- 
ied by one Hells, Widow) and there this 
Tae ſaw, in the Kitchen, an old Gipſy- 
woman, and two young Women, whoſe Names 
were unknown to this Informant ; but the Name 
of one of them, this Informant hath ſince heard, 
and believes, is Vertue Hall, and faith, That the 
ſaid old Gipſy-woman took hold of this Infor- 
mant's Hand, and promiſed to give her fine 
Cloaths if ſhe would go their Way; (meaning, 
as this Informant underſtood, to become a Prot- 
titute) which this Informant refuſing to do, ſhe, 
the ſaid old Gipſey-woman took a Knife out of 
a Drawer, and cut the Lace of the Stays of her, 
this Informant, and took the ſaid Stays _ 
m 
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from her; and one of the ſaid Men took off her 
Cap, and then the faid two Men went away with 
it, and ſhe, this Informant, hath never ſince 
ſeen any of her Things. And this Informant 
faith, That ſoon after they were” gone, (which 
the, this Informant, believes was about Five in 


| F the Morning) ſhe, the ſaid old Gipſy-woman, 


forced her, this Informant, 'up an old Pair of 
Stairs, and puſhed her into a back Room like a 
Hay: loft, without any Furniture whatſoever in 
the ſame, and there locked her, this Informant, 
up, threatening her, this Informant, thar if ſhe 
made the leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, ſhe, the ſaid 
old Gipſy-woman, would cut. her 'Throat, and 
then ſhe went away. And this Informant faith, 
That when it grew light, upon her looking round 
to ſee in what a diſmal Place ſhe was, the, this 
Informant, diſcovered a large black Jug with 
the Neck much broken, wherein was ſome Wa- 
ter; and upon the Floor, feveral Pieces of Bread, 
near in Quantity ta a quartern Loaf, and a ſmall 
Parcel of Hay : And faith, That ſhe continued 
in this Room, or Place, from the ſaid Tueſday 
Morning, the ſecond Day of January, until a- 
bout Half-an-hour after Four of the Clock in the 
Afternoon of Monday the twenty-ninth Day of 
the ſame Month of January, without having, or 
receiving, any other Suſtenance, or Proviſion, 
than the ſaid Bread and Water (except a finall 
Minced-pye, which fhe, this Informant, had in 
her Pocket) or any Thing to lie on, other than 
the faid Hay; and without any Perſon, or Per- 
ſons, coming to her, altho' ſhe often heard the 
Name of Mrs. and Mother Wells called upon, 
whom ſhe underſtood was the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe. And this Informant faith, That on Fri 
day, the twenty-ſixth Day of January laſt paſt, 


e, 


#., 
ſhe, this Informant, had conſumedall the aforeſaid 
Be and Water, and continued without having 
y Thing to eat, or drink, until the Monday fol- 
ſowing, 6, 10 ſhe, this Informant, being almoſt 
amillied with Hunger, and ſtarved with Cold, 
and almoſt naked during the whole Time of her 
Confinerment, about Half- an- hour after Four 
in the Afternoon of the ſaid twenty-ninth Day of 
| anuary, broke out at a Window of the ſaid 
oom, Or. LO and got to her Friends in Lon- 
don, "about a Quarter 1 25 Ten in the ſame Night, 
12 a, molt weak, miſerable Condition, being very 
neat ſtarved to Death. And this Informant faith, 
That ſhe ever. ſince hath been, and now is, in a 
weak and declining, State and Condition 

Health, and altho? all poſſible Care and Aſſiſt. 
ance ĩ given to her, yet whatever ſmall Nutri- 
ment ſhe, this Informant, is able to take, the 
ſame receives no Paſſage through her, but what 


18 forced by the e 8 Aimee and Me- 
dicines, 
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Elizabeth Canning. 
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$worn before we, this 
Ji of Feb. 1753. 


HI. FitLpiNG. 
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don this Information, I iſſued a Warrant 4. 
painſt all, who ſhould be found reſident in the 
Houle of che ſaid Wells, as idle and diſorderly Per- 
ſons, and Perſons of evil Fame, that they might 
appear before me, and give Security for their 
good Behaviour; upon which Warrant, Vertue 
Hall and one Judith Natus were ſeizedand brought 
before me, both being found at Mother WelPs : 
They were in my Houſe above an Hour or more 
before I was at Leiſure to ſee them, during which 


Time, and before I had ever ſeen Vertue Hall, 


I was informed, that ſhe would confeſs the whole 
Matter. When ſhe came beforeme, ſhe appear- 
ed in Tears, and ſeemed all over in a trembling 
Condition; upon which l endeavoured to ſoothe 
and comfort her: The Words I firſt ſpoke to 
her, as well as I cat remember, were theſe, Child, 
you need not be under this Fear and Apprehen- 
jon; if you will tell us the whole Truth of this 
Affair, I give you my Word and Honour, as far 
as it is in my Power, to protect you, you ſhall 
come to no Manner of Harm. She anſwered, 
that ſhe would tell the whole Truth, bur deſwed 
to have ſome Time given her to recover from her 
Fright ; upon this, I ordered a Chair to be 
brought her, and. deſired her to fit down, and 
then after ſome Minutes began to examine her; 
which I continued doing, 1n the ſofteſt Language 
and kindeſt Manner I was able, for a conſidera- 
ble Time, till ſhe had been guilty of ſo many 
Prevarications and Contradictions, that I told 
her I would examine her no longer, but would 
commit her to Priſon, ide er to ſtand or 
fa'! by the Evidence againſt her, and at the ſame 
Time adviſed Mr. Salt to proſecute her as a Fe- 
| lon, together with the Gipſy-woman; upon this, 
ſhe begged I would hear her once more, and — 
* 
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that ſhe would tell the whole Truth, and ac 
counted for her Unwillingneſs to do it, from the 
Fears of the Gipſy-woman and Wells. I then 
aſked her a few Queſtions, which ſhe anſwered 
with more Appearance of Truth than ſhe had 
done before; after which, I recommended to Mr. 
Salt, to go with her and take her Information in 
Writing; and at her parting from me, I bid her 
be a good Girl, and be ſure to ſay neither more 
nor leſs than the whole Truth. During this whole 
Time, there were no leſs than ten or a dozen Per- 
ſons of Credit preſent, who will, I ſuppoſe, tef- 
tify the Truth of this whole Tranſaction as itis 
here related. Vertue Hall then went from me, 
and returned in about two Hours, when the fol- 
lowing Information, which was, as ſhe ſaid, 
taken from her Mouth, was read over to her and 

ſigned with her Mark. OY 


f be: the County of Middleſex, Spinſter, tab. 
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| tigmyonMaTION euros 
Hal, late of the Pariſh of Enfield 10 


83 


en upon Oath this 13th Day of February 

7755 before me HENRY FIELD IN d, 
bie one of his Majeſty” s Fuſtices of the | 
a = PAs, * the CRY, f Middleſex. | | 


"This Tefotifart u Het Ouck Fark, That: on 
2 the ſecond Day of Juntary laſt pl a- 
four of the Clock in the brat, a 

Woman, whoſe Name this Informant hath rice 
heard is Elizabeth” Cori was Brouglit (with- 
t any Gown; Hat, or _ on) 97 The Houſe 
"one Su ſanm ib Wells Enfield' Waſh” in the 
County aforeſaid, Widow, by two Men, the 
Name of one of whom is Fohn Squires, the 
reputed Son of one Mary Squires, an old Gip- 
ſy-woman, who then, and ſome little time be- 
fore, had lodged at the Houſe of the ſaid Su- 
fſannah Wells, but the Name of the other of the 
ſaid two Men this Informant knows not, ſhe this 
Informant never having ſeen him before or ſince 
to the beſt of her Knowledge. And this Infor- 
mant faith,” That when ſhe the ſaid ElixFbetis 
Canning was brought into the Kitchen of the ſaid 
Mell's Houſe, there were preſent the ſaid Mary 
Squires, Fohn Squires, the Man unknown, Ka- 
tharine Squires, the reputed Daughter of the ſaid 
Mary Squires, and this Informant ; and this In- 
formant does not recollect that any one elſe was 
in the ſaid Kitchen at that time: And ſaith, That 
immediately upon her, the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 


ning's, being brought in, the ſaid John 0 
al 


(33) 
faid, here, Mother take this Girl, or uſed Words 
to that Effect; and ſhe, the ſaid Mary Squires, 
alked him where they had brought her from? 
and John ſaid from Moorfields, and told his ſaid 
Mother that they had taken her Gown, Apron, 
Har, and half a Guinea from her, to the beſt of 
this Informant's Recollection and Belief : Where: 
upon the, the ſaid Mary Squires, took hold of the 
ſaid Elizabeth Canning's Hand, and aſked her if 
ſhe would go their Way, or Words to that Ef- 
fect; and upon the faid Elizabeth Canning's an- 
ſwering no, the, the ſaid Mary Squires, took a 
Knife out of the Drawer of the Dreſſer in the 
Kitchen, and therewith cut the Lace of the ſaid 
Elizabeth Canning's Stays, and took the faid 
Stays away from her, and hung them on the 
Back of a Chair, and the ſaid Man unknown 
took the Cap off the ſaid Elizabeth Canning's 
Head, and then he, with the faid John Squires, 
went out of Doors with it. And this Infor- 
mant ſaith, That quickly after they were gone ſhe, 
the ſaid Mary Squires, puſhed the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning along the Kitchen, towards and up a 
Pair of Stairs leading into a large Back-room like 
a Loft, called the Workſhop, where there was 
ſome Hay; and whilſt ſhe, the ſaid Mary Squires, 
was ſo puſhing her the ſaid Elizabeth Canning to- 
wards the Stairs, ſhe, the ſaid Suſannah Wells, 
came into the Kitchen, and aſked the faid Mary 
Squires what ſhe was going to puſh the Girl up 
Stairs for, or Words to that Effect, and to the 


beſt of this Informant's Recollection and Beliet 


the ſaid Mary Squires anſwered, What is that to 
you, you have no Buſineſs with it? whereupon 
the ſaid Suſannah Wells directly went out of the 
Kitchen into an oppoſite Room called the Par- 


lour, from whence ſhe came, as this Informant 
" believes. 
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(34) | 
believes. And this Informant faith, That th 
ſaid Mary Squires forced the faid Elizabeth Can- 
ning up Stairs into the ſad Workſhop, and but- 
toned the Door at the Bottom of the Stairs in 
the Kitchen upon her, and confined her there. 
And this Informant ſaith, That about two Hours 
after a Quantity of Water in an old broken 
mouthed large black Jug was carried up the faid 
Stairs, and put down upon the Floor of the ſaid 
Workſhop at the Top of the Stairs, to the beſt 
of this Informant's Recollection and Belief. And 
this Informant ſaith, That foon after the ſaid 
Elizabeth Canning was fo put into the faid Work- 


| ſhop, and the ſaid Suſannah Wells was returned 


into the Parlour, the ſaid % Squires returned 


again into the Kitchen, and took the Stays from 


off the Chair and went away with the fame, and 
in about an Hour's'time returned and went into 
the Parlour with the ſaid Suſannah Wells. He, the 
ſaid Fohn Squires, came again into the Kitchen, 
and then this Informant went into the Parlour to 
the ſaid Suſannah Wells, and the faid Suſannah 
Wells there ſaid to this Informant Vertue, the 
Gipſy-man (meaning the ſaid Fohn Squires) has 
been telling me that his Mother had cut the 
Girl's (meaning the ſaid Elizabeth Canning”s) 
Stays off her Back, and that he has got them; 
and further ſaid, I deſire you will not make a 
Clack of it, for fear it ſhould be blown, or uſed 
Words to that or the like Effect. And this In- 
formant ſaith, That from the Time of the ſaid 
Elizabeth Cunning's being ſo confined in the 
Morning of the ſaid ſecond Day of January in 
manner as aforefaid, ſhe, the ſaid Elixabeth Can- 
ning, was not milled or diſcovered to have eſca 


ed out of the ſaid Workſhop untill Wedneſday the 
ziſt Day of the ſame Month of January, as ſhe 


this 
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- this Informant verily believes; for that to the 
beſt of this Informant's Recollection and Belief, 
ſhe was the Perſon that firſt miſſed the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Canning thereout. And this Informant 
ſaith, That the ſaid Suſannah Wells harboured and 
continued the faid Mary Squires in her aforeſaid 
Houſe from the Time of the ſaid Mary Squires's 
robbing the ſaid Elizabeth Canning of her Stays, 
until! Thurſday the firit Day of February laſt paſt, 
when the ſaid Suſannah Wells, Sarah her Daugh- 
ter, Mary Squires, John Squires, his two Siſters 
Katharine and Mary Squires, Fortune Natus and 
Sarah his Wife, and this Informant, were appre- 


- 


hended on account thereof, and carried before 


Juſtice Tyſhemaker. And this Informant ſaith, 


That Fortune Natus and Sarah his Wife, to the 
beſt of this Informant's Recollection and Belief, 
have lodged in the Houſe of the ſaid Suſannah 
Wells about eleven Weeks next before Monday 
the fifth Day of February Inſtant, and lay on 
a Bed of Hay ſpread in the Kitchen at Night, 
which was in the Day- time puſhed up in a Cor- 


ner thereof, and continued 2 Gia when at 
y of February, 


home, untill Thurſday the firſt 
when before the ſaid Mr. Ty/hemaker, all except 
the ſaid Suſannah Wells =. Mary Squires were 
diſcharged, and then that Evening the ſaid For- 
tune Natus and Sarah his Wife laid up in the 
ſaid Workſhop where the ſaid Elizabeth Canning 
had been confined, ſo that, as this Informant un- 
derſtood, it might be pretended that they had 
lain in the ſaid Workſhop for all the Time 
they had lodged in the laid Suſannah Wells's 
Houſe. And faith, That on the Day on which 


it was diſcovered that the ſaid Elizabeth Canning 


had made her Eſcape out of the ſaid Workſhop, 
by breaking down ſome Boards ſlightly affixed 


2 acroſs 
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.acroſs the Window-Place, the ſaid Sarah, Daugh- 
ter of the ſaid Suſannah Wells, nailed up the ſaid 
Window-place again with Boards, ſo that the 
ſaid Window place might not appear to have 
been broke open. And laſtly, this Informant ſaith, 
That ſhe, this Informant, hath lived with the faid 
Suſannah Wells, about a Quarter of a Year laſt 
_ paſt, and well knows that the ſaid Sy/umnah Wells, 
during that time, hath kept a very notorious 
ill governed and diſorderly Houſe, and has had 
the Character of doing ſo for many Years paſt ; 
and that the ſaid Sy/annah Wells well knew and 
was privy to the Confinement of the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Canning. | 


her 
Vertue .- Hall. 
Mark. 


Sworn before me, this 
14th Feb. 1753. 


H. FI EL DING. 


The Reader will be pleaſed to conſider the 

Nature of this Information truly taken in the 

Manner above ſet down, to compare it with the 

Evidence given by this Vertue Hall at her Tryal, 

and laſtly, to compare it with the Evidence of 

Elizabeth Canning, and then I am much miſtaken 
it he condemas either the Judge or Jury. 


After 
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After I had finiſhed the Examination of Ver. 
tue Hall, one Fudith Natus, the Wife of Fortune 
Natys, whom I apprehended to belong to the 
Gipſies, and who was found in the Houſe with 
Virtue Hall, being examined upon her Oath be- 
fore me, declared, that ſhe and her Huſband lay 
in the fame Room where Elizabeth Canning 
pretended to have been confined during the 
whole Time of her pretended Confinement, and 
declared, That ſhe had never ſeem or heard of a- 
ny ſuch Perſon: as Elizabeth Canning in Miles 
Houſe. Upon this Vertze Hall, of her own 
Accord, affirmed, as ſhe doth in her Informati- 
on in Writing, theſe two Perions were 1ntro- 
duced into that Room, to lie there, by Mother 
Wells, to give a Colour to the Defence which 
Wells was to make, and which theſe People, in 
the Preſence of Virtue Hall, had agreed to ſwear | 
ro. l 5 
Upon this ſome Perſons, who were preſent, 
were deſirous that this Judith Natus ſhould be 
committed for Perjury, but I told them that ſuch - 
a Proceeding would be contrary to Lau, for that 
I might as well commit Virtue Hall upon the 
Evidence of Judith Natus. However, as J con- 
feſs I myſelf thought her guiity of Perjury, 1 
gave her ſome little Caution, and told her that 
ſhe ought to be very ſure of the Truth of waar 
ſhe ſaid, if ſhe intended to give that Evidence at 
the Old Bailey, and then diſcharged her. 

The next Day Vertre Hall came again before 
me, but nothing material paſſed, nor was ſhe 
three Minutes in my Preſence. I then .ordered 
Detainers for Felony againſt the n 
and Wells to be ſent to the Priſons where the 
then lay upon the Commitments of Mr. Ty/he- 


maker, and thus ended all the Trouble which 1 
C 3 thought 
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ht it was neceſſary for me to give myſelf in 
this Affair; for as to the Gipſy-woman or Wells, 
thoſe who underſtand the Law well know I had 
no Buſineſs with them. | 

Some - Days afterwards, however, upon my 
Return to Town, my. Clerk informed me, that 
ſeveral Noble Lords had ſent to my Houſe in my 
Abſence, deſinnng to be preſent at the Examina- 
tion of the Gipſy- woman. Of this I informed 
Mr. Salt, and defired him to bring Elizabeth 
Canning and Vertue Hall, in order to ſwear their 
ſeveral Informations again in the Preſence of the 
Gipſy-woman and Wells, and appointed him a 
Day for ſo doing, of which I ſent an Advice to 
the noble Lords. 

One of theſe, namely Lord Montfort, together 
with ſeveral Gentlemen of Faſhion, came at the 
appointed Time. They were in my Room be- 
fore the Priſoners or Witneſſes were brought 0 
The Informations were read to the two Priſo- 
ners; after which I aſked the Priſoners a very 
few Queſtions, and in what Manner I behaved 
to them let all who were preſent teſtify; I can 
truly ſay, that my Memory doth not charge me 
with having ever inſulted the loweſt Wretch that 
hath been brought before me. 

The Priſoners and Witneſſes left the Room 
while all the Company remained 1n it ; and from 
that Time to this Day, I never ſaw the Face of 
Vertue Hall, unleſs once when ſhe came before 
me with Cunning, to ſee a Man who was taken on 
Suſpicion of the Robbery, and when ] ſcarce 
ſpoke to her; nor ſhould I have ſeen Elizabeth 
Canning more, had not Ifeceived a Meſſage from 
ſome Gentlemen deſiring my Advice how to 
diipoſe of ſoine Money which they had collected, 
to the Vie of Elizabeth Canning, in the beſt man- 

RET 
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ner for her Advantage; upon which Occaſion þ 
ordered her to be ſent for, to meet one of the 
Gentlemen at my Houſe: And had 1 not like- 
wiſe been informed ſince the 'Fryal, that a great 
Number of Affidavits, proving, that the Gipſy- 
wo nan was at Abbotsbury in Dorſtſhire, at the 
very Time when Elizabeth Canning had fwore 
that ſhe was robbed by her at Enficld-wajhe, 
were arrived at my Lord Mayor's Office. Upon 
this I ſent for her once more, and endeavoured 
by all Means in my Power to fift the Truth out 
of her, and to bring her to a. Confeſſion if ſhe 
was guilty ; but ſhe perſiſted in the Fruth of the 
Evidence that ſhe had given, and with ſuch an 
Appearance of Innocence, as perſuaded all pre- 
ſent of the Juſtice of her Cauſe. 

Thus have I very minutely recited the whole 
Concern which I had in this Affair, unleſs that 
after I had diſcharged my whole Duty as a juſ- 
tice of the Peace, Mr. Salt came again to con- 
ſult with me concerning the Crime of which 
Wells was accuſed, and the manner of proſecut- 
ing her, upon a Point of Law, which is by no 


means a very eaſy one, namely that, of Acceſſa- 


ries after the Fact in Felony, upon which I gave 
him my Opinion. 

And now having run through the Proceſs of 
the Affair as far as to the Tryal, which is alrea- 
dy in Print, I come to lay before the Reader that 
Point of Evidence on which, es I have ſaid, fo 
great a Streſs ought to be laid, a Point on which 
indeed any Caufe whatever might be ſafely reſt- 
ed: This is the Agreement, in ſo many particu- 
lar Circumſtances between the Evidence of Eli- 
zabeth Canning and Vertue Hall. That FVertue Hall 
had never ſeen nor heard the Evidence of Eliza- 
beth Canning at the 'Time when ſhe made her 

C4 own 


own Information, is a Fact; nay, had ſhe even 
heard the other repeat it once over before a Juſ- 
tice of Peace, that the ſhould be able, at a Diſ- 
tance of Time, to retain ny particular Cir- 
cumſtance ſo exactly as to make it tally in the 
Manner her Information doth with that of Eliz- 
abeth Canning, is a Suppoſition in the higheſt 
Degree abſurd,” and thoſe who can believe it can 
believe that which 1s much more incredible than 
any thing in the Narrative of E/izabeth Canning. 

The only Way therefore to account for this 
is, by ſuppoſing; that the two Girls laid this Sto- 
ry together. To the Probability and indeed 
Poſſibility of this Suppoſition, I object, | 
Vt, That from the whole Circumſtances of 
this Caſe it appears manifeſtly that they had ne- 
ver ſeen the Face of each other (unleſs Canning 
be believed as to the Time when ſhe was brought 
into Wells's) before the Perſons came to appre- / 
hend her, nay Wells herſelf declared before me, 
that Canning had never been in her Houſe, and 
the other ſcarce ever out of it during the whole 
Month in (Queſtion. 

Secondly, If we could ſuppoſe they had met 
together ſo as to form this Story, the Behaviour 
of Vertue Hull before Mr. Ty/bemaker would in- 
tirely deſtroy any ſuch Suppoſition, for there 
this Virtue Hall was ſo far from being in the 
fame Story with Elizabeth Canning, that the 
there affirmed ſhe knew nothing of the Matter, 
and ſhe had then no Reaſon to apprehend any 
farther Examination; nor is it poſſible to con- 
ceive that theſe two Girls ſhould afterwards en- 
ter into any ſuch Agreement. From the Day of 
the Examination before Mr. Ty/hemaker, till 
Virtue Hall came before me, the two Girls never 


ſaw the Face of each other, the one remained 
ſick 


- 
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ſick at ber Mother's in Town, the other conti- 
nued at Wells's Houſe at Zxfeld, in Company 
with thoſe who yet perſiſt in their Friendſhip to 
Wells and the Gipſy. In reality, I never yet 
heard a Fact better eſtabliſhed in a Court of ſuſ- 
tice than this, that Elizabeth Canning and Vertue 
Hall did not lay this Story together, nay even 
ſhe herſelf doth not, as I have heard, fince her 
Apoſtacy, pretend to ſay any ſuch thing, but 
Imputes her Evidence to her being threatened 
and bullied into. it, which to my own Know- 
ledge, and that of many others, is a moſt impu- 
dent Falſhood; and, ſecondly, aſcribes her a- 
greement with Elizabeth Canning to having heard 
her deliver her Evidence, which, beſides being 
impoſſible, can be proved to be another notori- 
ous Falſehood, by a great Number of Witneſſes 
of indiſputable Credit. 2 ö 

So that I think I am here intitled to the fol- 
lowing ſyllogiſtical Concluſion. | 


Whenever two Witneſſes declare a Fact, and 
agree in all the Circumſtances of it, either the 
Fact is true or they have previouſly concerted 
the Evidence between themſelves: 


But in this Caſe it is impoſſible that theſe 
Girls ſhould have fo previouſly concerted the 
Evidence: 2 


And therefore the Fact is true. 


The Reader will be pleaſed to obſerve, That I 
do not here lay any Weight on the Evidence of 
Vertue Hall, as far as her own Credit is neceſſary 
to ſupport the Evidence, for in Truth * de- 

- JCIVES 
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ſerves no Credit at all; the Weight which I here 
lay on her Evidence is ſo far only as it is ſup- 
ported by that Evidence of Fact which alone is 
always ſaſely to be depended upon, as it is alone 
incapable of a Lye. * | 

And here, though I might very well reſt the 
Merits of the whole Cauſe on this ſingle Point, 
yet I cannot conclude the Cafe of this poor Girl 
without one Obſervation, which hath, I own, 


. ſurprized me, and will, I doubt not, ſurpriſe the 


Reader. It is this, Why did: not the Gipſy- 
woman and Wells produce the Evidence of For- 


. tune Natus and his Wife in their Defence at their 


Tryal, ſince that Evidence, as they well knew, 
was ſo very ſtrong in their Behalf, that, had the 
Jury believed it, they muſt have been acquitted? 
For my own Part, I can give but one anſwer to 
this, and that is too obvious to need to be here 
mentioned, . | 

Nor will I quit this Cafe, without obſerving 
the pretty Incident of the minced Pye; which, as 
it poſſibly ſaved this poor Girl's Life, ſo doth the 
Intention of carrying it home to her little Bro- 
ther ſerve very highly to repreſent the Goodneſs, 
as well as Childiſhneſs and Simplicity of her 
Character ; a Character ſo ſtrongly imprinted in 
her Countenance, and atteſted by all her Neigh- 

hours. | Wy 
Upon the whole, this Caſe, whether it be con- 
ſidered in a private or in a public Light, deſerves 
to be ſcrutiniſed to the Bottom; and that can be 
only done by the Government's authoriſing ſome 
very capable and very indifferent Perſons, to ex- 
amine into it, and particularly into the alibi De- 
fence of Mary Squires the Gipſy- woman. On 
the one Side here is the Life of a Subject at Stake, 
who, 
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who, if her Defence is true, is innocent; and a 
young Girl, guilty of the blackeſt, moſt preme- 
ditated, and moſt audacious Perjury, leveled a- 

ainſt the Lives of ſeveral innocent Perſons. On 
the other Side, if the Evidence of Elizabeth Can- 
ning is true, and Perjury ſhould, nevertheleſs, 
prevail againſt her, an innocent young Creature, 
who hath ſuffered the moſt cruel and unheard-of 
Injuries, is in Danger of being rewarded for 
them by Ruin and Infamy ; and what muſt ex- 
tremely aggravate her Caſe, and will diſtinguiſh 
her Miſery from that of all other Wretches upon 
Earth, is, that ſhe will owe all this Ruin and In- 
famy to this Strange Circumſtance, that her Suf- 
ferings have been beyond what human Nature is 
ſuppoſed capable of bearing ; whilit Robbery, 
Cruelty, and the moſt impudent of all Perjuries, 
will eſcape with Impunity and 3 and, 
therefore, will ſo eſcape, becauſe the Barbari 
of the guilty Parties hath riſen to a Pitch of wan- 
ton and untempted Inhumanity, beyond all Poſ- 
ſibility of Belief. 

As to my own Conduct in this Affair, which 

I have deduced with the moſt minute Exactneſs, 
I know it to be highly juſtifiable before God and 
before Man. Ifrankly own, I thought it intitled 
me to the very Reverſe of Cenſure. The Truth 
is, the ſame Motive prevailed with me then, 
which principally — . me to take up my Pen at 
this Time, a Deſire to protect Innocence and to 
detect Guilt; and the Delight in ſo doing was 
the only Reward I ever expected, ſo help me 
God; and J have the Satisfaction to be aſſured, 
that thoſe who know me beſt will moſt believe 
me, 
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In folemn Truth, the only Error I can ever be 
ſſibly charged with in this Caſe is an Error in 
Sagacity. If Elizabeth Canning be guilty of a 


falſe Accuſation, I own ſhe hath been capable of 


impoſing on me ; but I have the Comfort tothink 


the ſame Impoſition hath paſſed not only on two 


Juries, but likewife on one of the beſt Judges 
that ever ſate on the Bench of Juſtice, and on two 
other very able Judges who were preſent at her 
Tryal. 

Ido not, for my own Part, pretend to Infalli- 
bility, though I can at the ſame time with Fruth 
declare, that I have never ſpared any Pains in en- 
deavouring to detect Falſehood and Perjury, and 
have had ſome very notable ſucceſs that Way. 

In this Caſe, however, one of the moſt ſimple 


Girls Jever ſaw, if ſhe be a wicked one, hath. 


been too hard for me; ſuppoſing her to be ſuch. 


ſhe hath indeed moſt grofly deceived me, for J 
remain ſtill in the fame Error: And I appeal, in 
the moſt ſolemn Manner, to the Almighty for 
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the Truth of what I now aſſert. Lam at this ve- 
ry Time, on this'15th Day of March 1753, as 
firmly perſuaded as lam of any Fact inthis World, 


the Truth of which depends ſolely on the Evidence 


of others, that Mary Squires the Gipſy-woman, 


IS GUILTY of the Robbery and Cruelty of 
which the' ſtands convicted; that the lib; De- 


fence is not only a falſe one, but a Falſhood ve- 


ry eaſy to be practiſed on all Occaſions, where 


there are Gangs of People, as Gipſies, c. that 
very foul and unjuſtifiable Practices have been 
uſed in this whole Affair ſince the Tryal; and 


that Elizabeth Cinning is a poor, honeſt, innocent, 


ſimple Girl, and the moſt unhappy and molt in- 
jured of all human Beings. 
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It is this Perſuaſion alone, I repeat it again, 
which occaſioned me to give the Public this 
Trouble; for as to myſelf, I am, in my own opi- 
nion, as little concerned in the Event of this 
whole Matter as any other Man whatever. 

Whatever Warmth I have at laſt contracted in 
this Matter, I have contracted from thoſe who 
have been much warmer on the other Side ; nor 
can any ſuch Magiſtrate blame me, ſince we muſt, 
I am perſuaded, act from the fame Motive of 
doing Juſtice to injured Innocence. This is 

ſurely the Dutyof every Man, and a very indiſ- 
penſible Duty it is, if we believe one of the beſt 
riters. Qui non defendit, nec obſiſtu, ſi poteſt, 
inſuriæ, tam erit in vitio quam fi parentes, aut a- 
micos, aut patriam deſerat. Theſe are Tully's 
Words, and they are in the moſt eſpecial Man- 
ner applicable to every Magiſtate. 

To the Merit of having diſcharged this Duty, 
my Lord Mayor as well as myſelf have a juſt Ti- 
tle at all Events. And for my own Part, as I do 
not expect to gain, ſo neither do ] fear to loſe any 
other Honour on the final Iſſue of this Affair: 
For ſurely the Cauſe is of ſuch a Nature that a 
Man mutt be intolerably vain who is aſhamed of 
being miſtaken .on either Side. To be placed a- 
bove the Reach of Deceit is to be placed above 
the Rank of a human Being; ſure I am that I make 
no Pretenſion to be of that Rank; indeed I have 
been often deceived in my Opinion of Men, and 
have ſerved and recommended to others thoſe Per- 
ſons whom I have afterwards diſcovered to be to- 
tally worthleſs. I ſhall, in ſhort, be very well 
contented with the Character which Cicero gives 
of Epicurus. ®uis illum neget & bonum virum 
& comem & humanum fuiſſe ! And W wal 
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allow me this, which I muſt own I think I deſerve, 
ſhall have my leave to add, tamen, ſi hæc vera 
fumt non ſatis acutus fut. | 
In folemn Truth, ſo little deſirous am TI to be 
foundin the right, that I ſhall not be in the leaſt 
diſpleaſed to find myſelf niſtaken. This indeed 
I ought, as a good Man, to wiſh may be the 
Caſe; ſince that this Country thould have pro- 
duced one great Monſter of Iniquity, is a Re- 
fleftion much leſs ſhocking than to conſider the 
Nation to be arrived at fuch an alarming State of 
Profligacy, and our Laws and Government to 
lie in fo languiſhing a Condition that a Gang of 
Wretches le theſe ſhould dare to form ſuch an 
impudent Attempt to elude public Juſtice, nay 
rather to overbear it by the Force of aſſociated 
Perjury in the Face of the whole World; and 
that this audacious Attempt ſhould have had, at 
leaſt, a very high Probability of ſucceeding. 
This is the Light in which I fee this Caſe at 
preſent, I conclude, therefore, with hoping that 
the Government will authoriſe ſome proper Per- 
ſons to examine to the very Bottom, a Matter in 
which the Honour of our national Juſtice is ſo 
deeply concerned. | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


F the extreme Hurry in which the foregoing 
Caſe was drawn up, I forgot to obſerve one 
ſtrange circumſtance which will attend the Caſe 
of Elizabeth Canning, if it ſhould be admitted to 
be a Forgery ; this is, that ſhe ſhould charge 
the Gipſy-woman when ſhe muſt have known 
that Woman could prove an Alibi, and not Su- 
ſanna Wells, who could have had no ſuch Proof. 
This will be very ſtrong if applied to the Evi- 
dence of Canning, but much ſtronger when a 
lied to the Evidence of Vertue Hall, who lived 
in the Houſe the whole Time. 


This appears to be very ſimple Conduct; and, 
as ſuch, indeed, is conſiſtent enough with her 
Character. So 1s not the artful Manner in which 
the Charge was brought out; firſt Canning ac- 
cuſed the Gipſy-woman, and went no farther, 
then Hall brought the reſt upon the Stage, all in 
ſuch Regularity, and with ſach Appearance of 
'Fruth that no Newgate Sollicitor ever. ranged his 
Evidence in better Order. But, perhaps, I 


might have ſpared my Reader theſe Obſervati- 
| ons, 
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ons, as E can now inform him that 1 have this 


thy) | 
live in the Neighbourhood of Enfield-Waſbe. . 
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